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jects, an honest and a fearless opinion. It shall he a leading object to assert in precept, and to maintain in practice, the rights, while in effect it demonstrates the advantages, of an absolutely independent criticism ; — a criticism self-sustained j guiding itself only by the purest rules of Art; analyzing and urging these rules as it applies thorn i holding itself aloof from all personal bias ; acknowledging no fear save that of outraging the right; yielding no point either to the vanity of the author, or to the assumptions of antique prejudice, or to the involute and anonymous cant of the Quarterlies, or to the arrogance of those organized cliques which, hanging on like nightmares upon American literature, manufacture, at the nod of our principal book-sellers, a pseudo-pnblic-opinion by -wholesale. These are objects of which no man need be ashamed. They are purposes, moreover, whose novelty at least will give them interest. For assurance that I will fulfill them in the best spirit and to the very letter, I appeal with confidence to those friends, and especially to those Southern friends, who sustained me hi the Messenger, where I had but a very partial opportunity of completing my own plans.
In respect to the other characteristics of the Penn Magazine a few words here will suffice.
It mil endeavor to support the general interests of the republic of letters, without reference to particular regions — regarding the world at large as the true audience of the author. Beyond the precincts of literature, properly so called, it will leave in hotter hands the task of instruction upon all matters of very grave moment. Its aim chiefly shall be to please — and this through means of versatility, originality, and pungency. It may be asl have more weight witha from To------(" Should my early life seem "), from
